
Birds . . . 
 

from The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
 

“The RSPB views climate change as the most serious long-term threat to wildlife in the UK 
and globally and, therefore, we support the Government's target to source 15% of 

electricity from renewables by 2015. 
 

To meet this target, the RSPB favours a broad mix of renewables, especially those, like 
solar energy, with large long- term potential and minimal environmental impacts. However, 

wind power has the greatest potential to make a significant difference in the UK in the 
coming decade. It is the most advanced and widely available of the new renewable 

technologies. 
 

The available evidence suggests that appropriately positioned wind farms do not pose a 
significant hazard for birds. However, evidence from the US and Spain confirms that poorly 

sited wind farms can cause severe problems for birds, through disturbance, habitat 
loss/damage or collision with turbines….” 

 

Source:   http://www.rspb.org.uk/policy/windfarms/index.asp 
 

and from David Suzuki 
 

Wind power also has its downsides.  It is highly visible and can kill birds.  The fact is, 
though, that any man-made structure can kill birds - houses, radio towers, skyscrapers.  In 
Toronto alone, it is estimated that 10,000 birds collide with the city's tallest buildings every 

year.  Compared with this, the risk to birds from well-sited wind farms is very low. 
 
www.newscientist .com 
From New Scientist Print Edition. 16 April 2005 
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